THE     MEDICI

<4The joy in Rome was great The most bitter hatred was
felt for the dead Pope by every human being, a hatied which,
unappeased even by his death, showed itself by repeated
nightly attacks upon his tomb. Once it was absolutely de-
stroyed, and the corpse was found transfixed with a sword.
And" had it not been for respect to ths Cardinal de} Medici
(Ippohto) the body would have been dragged through the
city by a hook, At length an armed guard had to be set over
the tomb, since it was every night broken and defiled with
all sorts of filth."

Thus ended Clement VII. By setting before himself ignoble
aims, and pursuing them with complete unscrupulousness, he
did the greatest harm to his own family, to Florence, to Italy,
and to the Papacy -13 He died leaving half Eurone fallen away
from the Papacy, Rom? a ruined city, the name of his family
hated where once it had been honoured, and k< Italy, from
Milan to Naples, a field of slaughter bathed in blood and
tears."

At first sight Clement VII 's pontificate is an enigma He,
one of the cleverest members of an exceptionally abb fam-
ily, who had been the guiding genius of the Papacy through-
out Leo X's much praised reign, seems in his own pontificate
to be perpetually engaged in the most unsuccessful schemes,
nnd involved in the most grievoxis troubles, indignities, and
losses, all without anv apparent necessity, and with a result
which has caused his pontificate to be considered the most
disastrous on record.

The key, however, to this enigma, and the clue to the
whole history of these eleven eventful years, is to be found
in the reports of the Venetian ambassador at Rome, Antonio
Suriano The latter immediately after Clement's death set
himself to show to his own Government that on? single
underlying motive was the cause of all Clement's actions,
and the key to his otherwise inexplicable conduct. And that